
Within the Deua National Park there 
are six distinct karst areas. Five of 
these: Cleatmore, Marble Arch, 
Wyanbene, Bendethera and Deua 
are developed in limestone whilst the 
Big Hole is a pseudokarst feature 
developed in sediments but its 
development is thought to be related 
to karst processes. 
 

Bendethera 
 
The largest of the five limestone 
areas in the Park, the Bendethera 
limestone covers an area of 
approximately 4km long by 0.5km. Of 
the many caves known in the area, 
the main Bendethera cave (BD1) is 
the largest and most significant. This 
limestone area is important for 
scientific study and for recreation. It 
contains rare and undescribed 
species of flora and fauna, provides 
habitat for two species of bats and 
provides an opportunity for 
recreational caving. 
 

Wyanbene 
 
The Wyanbene karst area consists of 
a single lens of limestone 
approximately 2km long and contains 
at least 8 caves, some mine shafts 
and sinkholes. The area is readily 
accessible and popular for camping, 
day trips, bushwalking and adventure 
caving. The locality itself has 

significant historic and prehistoric 
aspects. 
 
The main cave, Wyanbene Cave, is 
becoming increasingly popular 
amongst adventure cavers. It has 
some 1800 metres of passage 
following a stream and has 
challenges for most levels of caver. It 
also contains some significant 
features which include some very 
large avens. The Gunbarrel aven is a 
fluted, vertical walled chamber which 
is some 105 metres high. The cave 
also contains some large helictites 
and fine intact examples of 
calcite/aragonite flowers. These and 
other formations are still in good 
condition. 
 

Marble Arch 
 
The Marble Arch karst area is of quite 
small size, approximately 400m long 
by 60m, however it displays a 
considerable range of karst and 
geomorphic features which are well 
displayed. It includes a 'corridor' 
gorge, sprints and the five levels 
associated with the arch itself are an 
example of landscape development 
through time. 
 
In some of the least accessible caves 
are contained some extremely fragile 
small mammal bone assemblages 
(Hall 1975). 

The area is not heavily visited at 
present but its isolation and high 
scenic values are attracting 
increasing numbers of visitors. It is 
an easy 6km walk from the Berlang 
Rest Area. 
 

The Big Hole 
 
This area is the most heavily visited 
on the western side of Deua National 
Park. The Big Hole itself is the 
primary attraction. It is a dramatic 
feature, 110m in depth with steep 
eroding sides, and is reached by a 
short walk of 20m from a parking and 
rest area. 
 
The site is well-known for its 
challenge to abseilers, however the 
Hole, in its natural setting, is a 
pleasant destination for day walks. 
 

Deua Cave and 
Cleatmore 
 
Both these areas are not extensive or 
well-known being located in more 
inaccessible areas of the Park. Deua 
Cave has been only recently 
discovered and is the least disturbed 
of all the known caves. Cleatmore 
karst area contains at least 20 
smaller caves, some of which are 
maternity sites for bats.
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